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Research results
Intimate Partner Violence
(Teen Dating Violence)

How many young 
people … have had to 
cope with Intimate 
Partner Violence?
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1 000
Each country carried out 1 000 interviews 
(1 030 in Georgia), 5 030 respondents all 
together.

IPV
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is domestic 
violence by a current or a former spouse or 
partner in an intimate relationship against the 
other spouse or partner.

CAWI
Method of interviewing = Computer Aided 
Website Interviewing

Survey was
carried out in 
five countries.

YOUNG
Target person: man/woman aged between 16 and 26 
coming from different size of location, regions within the 
country to get representative sample of 16-26 
population. * 7 big regional cities of Georgia

Fieldwork in all countries was organized 
within 7 to 10 days

10
Fieldwork was organized by MindBridge 
Consulting in Austria, Croatia, Czechia, Georgia 
and Spain. 

basic 
info
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POOL
A group of people used to participating in 
surveys time to time, who are paid for 
completing questionnaire. Usually they are 
recruited face to face, structure of the pool is 
controlled by the agency. Pool was used in A, 
HR, CZ, GE, E. 

Project Description



source www:
Four signs of domestic violence

Repetitive character and long-term - from one attack of any kind it is not possible to determine whether it is 
domestic violence or not. But it may be its beginning.
Escalation - from verbal insults to the mental deterioration of human dignity to physical attacks and serious 
(criminal) acts against health and life.
A clear and unquestionable determination of roles (victim and aggressor) - reciprocal (mutual) assaults, quarrels, 
fights, disputes, where the roles of the victim and the aggressor alternate is not domestic violence.
Non-publicity - usually takes place behind closed doors of an apartment or house, aside from social control.

All four signs must be fulfilled to call it domestic violence!

Definition of Domestic Violence: Types of Abuse
According to the United States Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women, the definition of domestic violence is a pattern of 
abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain control over another intimate partner. Many types of 
abuse are included in the definition of domestic violence:
Physical abuse can include hitting, biting, slapping, battering, shoving, punching, pulling hair, burning, cutting, pinching, etc. (any type of 
violent behavior inflicted on the victim). Physical abuse also includes denying someone medical treatment and forcing drug/alcohol use on 
someone.
Sexual abuse occurs when the abuser coerces or attempts to coerce the victim into having sexual contact or sexual behavior without the 
victim's consent. This often takes the form of marital rape, attacking sexual body parts, physical violence that is followed by forcing sex, 
sexually demeaning the victim, or even telling sexual jokes at the victim's expense.
Emotional abuse involves invalidating or deflating the victim's sense of self-worth and/or self-esteem. Emotional abuse often takes the form of 
constant criticism, name-calling, injuring the victim's relationship with his/her children, or interfering with the victim's abilities.
Economic abuse takes place when the abuser makes or tries to make the victim financially reliant. Economic abusers often seek to maintain 
total control over financial resources, withhold the victims access to funds, or prohibit the victim from going to school or work.
Psychological abuse involves the abuser invoking fear through intimidation; threatening to physically hurt himself/herself, the victim, children, 
the victim's family or friends, or the pets; destruction of property; injuring the pets; isolating the victim from loved ones; and prohibiting the 
victim from going to school or work.
Threats to hit, injure, or use a weapon are a form of psychological abuse.
Stalking can include following the victim, spying, watching, harassing, showing up at the victim's home or work, sending gifts, collecting 
information, making phone calls, leaving written messages, or appearing at a person's home or workplace. These acts individually are typically 
legal, but any of these behaviors done continuously results in a stalking crime.
Cyberstalking refers to online action or repeated emailing that inflicts substantial emotional distress in the recipient.

Questions?
4

What is domestic violence?



Questions?
5

What is domestic violence?
understandable for all respondents

?
maximize objectivity

we all talk about the same
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Which country reached the 
highest prevalence of 
partnership violence?

Which one the lowest?

Austria, Croatia, Czechia, Georgia and Spain



Creative process
7

15 1st Questionnaire development
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years spent by 
supporting 

people facing 
domestic 
violence

Pushing you or slap you in the face

Pulling your hair or pulled your hair out 

Hurting you by injuring you on purpose (pushing 
you down the stairs; kicking your legs; throwing you 
out of the moving vehicle, etc.)

Punching or kicking you 



Young specific?
8

2nd Questionnaire development

Specific types of 
violence?

Specific 
formulation?

Up to date!

§ Young people 16 – 26 years, have experience 
with relationship
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After we broke up, he/she made our common 
friends to stop talking with me 

Despite my repeated refusal he/she pushed me to 
send him/her photo of my naked body or intimate 
parts

Spreading details (also untrue) about very personal 
intimate things, sexuality, lust, preferences

Posting publicly your intimate photos or your 
contacts or photos in erotic advertising/context



Countries specific
9

Letting you pay his/her 
expenses? 
or better

Letting you pay his/her expenses 
without his/her participation, in 

fact she/he lived off of me 
"Demography gender: other" - 
isn't there a risk that teens
will choose "other" just for 

fun? 

"incorporate more questions 
related to digital abuse“

"Didn´t we agree to add 
"other" for those who don´t 
classify themselves as male or 

female? “ 

"1) do you live with a man or a 
woman (or lived in the past)?
2) are you dating someone (or 

dated in the past)?
Two in one? 

3rd Questionnaire development

42
How many items?



Parametric Approach
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Psychological

25
Jealous

Stop talking with other people

Insisting of knowing where you are

Controlling mobile phone

Spreading lies about you

Limiting contacts with firend

Stalking

Emotional blackmail

Puposefully doing things to scare

Spreading intimate details

13
Face slap 

Hitting by hard object

Destroying things you love

Pulling your hair

Didn‘t let you get home

Suffocating you

Physical Sexual

Kissing against one will 

Sex against one will

3

Economic

Letting to pay expenses 
with no participation

1



1)      Insisting on knowing where you are and what do you do
2)      Chasing you, bothering with calls, text messages, e-mails, stalking during relationship / after the break up
3)      Trying to limit your contact with your friends and family
4)      Didn’t let you go into flat/house/apartment you were living in
5)      Filed untrue criminal complaints on purpose
6)      humiliated you psychically, telling you “you worth nothing”, made remarks about your look, “you should lose weight”, “you have no muscles”, “you are stupid”, “you are so simple”…
7)      Purposefully doing things to scare you or threaten you  
8)      Actions to raise doubts about your mental health (intentional confusing, making you disoriented, hiding things ...)
9)      Emotional blackmail (“if you don’t do something I will break up with you”, if you leave me, I’ll commit suicide”)
10)    Letting you pay his/her expenses without his/her participation, in fact she/he lived off me 
11)    After we broke up, he/she was spreading the intimate personal information, for example about my body, sexual preferences and other information which I told him/her privately
12)    After we broke up, he/she made our common friends to stop talking with me 
13)    Insisting on you to stop talking with somebody you were friends before 
14)    Spreading lies about you among other people
15)    Misusing of your mobile phone, controlling it, checking up your phone
16)    After we broke up – he/she was bothering your new partner for a long time
17)    Telling you that he/she is ill due to your behavior and you should change it
18)    Destroying things of emotional value for you on purpose
19)    Posting photomontage of you publicly against your will
20)    Lying about reasons of your break up, saying you caused the break up
21)    Despite my repeated refusal he/she pushed me to send him/her photo of my naked body or intimate parts, body in vulgar or sensual position, or he/she wanted to take such sensitive photo on his/her own, or she/he took such photo 
against my will
22)      Spreading details (also untrue) about very personal intimate things, sexuality, lust, preferences
23)      Making you feel guilty for spending time with friends or somebody else instead of him/her
24)      Using a track application to follow where you are 
25)      Falsely blaming (among of your friends ) you of rape/forcing him/her to sex against his/her will 
26)      Being expressively jealous, “who did you talk to? You must have “something” with him/her!”
27)      Touching you or kissing you against your will
28)      Forcing you to sex or sexual practice against your will
29)      After break up seeking your presence without your interest, arranging meeting you “by accident”
30)      Posting publicly your intimate photos or your contacts or photos in erotic advertising/context
31)    Pushing you or slap you in the face
32)    Pulling your hair or pulled your hair out 
33)    Hurting you by injuring you on purpose (pushing you down the stairs; kicking your legs; throwing you out of the moving vehicle, etc.)
34)    Hitting you with the fist or kicking you 
35)    Pushing your head against other objects or a wall
36)    Hitting you by hard object(s) or throwing some hard object(s) on you
37)    Using knife, gun, paralyze weapon, electricity or another weapon against you
38)    Burning you, scalding you
39)    Suffocating you, choking you
40)    Has he/she threatened you with death
41)    He/she always imposed rules and agenda in relationship, what to do (when, what, where to go…), to satisfy his/her own convenience even it was against your will
42)    Did he/she hurt you while making sex against your will? Did he become violent while making sex against your will?
43)    NOTHING FROM LISTED

List of acts, activities, situations
11

20 ) He/she was lying about reasons of 
your break up, saying you caused the 
break up
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41) He/she always imposed rules and 
agenda in relationship, what to do (when, 
what, where to go…), for his/her own 
convenience even it was against your will

SE
VE

RE

38)    Burning you, scalding you



Simplification, objective
12

Did it happen?

YES NO



Go for knowledge!
13

Survey construction

42Let‘s quantify!
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Partnership experience
15

%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May

75 71

91 86 82

Q1 Do you live (or have you already been living) 
in relationship with someone?

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
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ALL COUNTRIES; n=5030

71 % young people in Croatia have 
experience with dating or living with 
a partner
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Q2 Have you faced situation when your partner (current or 
anyone in the past)…?

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
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%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May

50 % of Spanish respondents who 
live or have lived in a partnership 
faced one or more situations listed

Some kind of violence

Simple average; n=4051



subsample is 
getting more 

focused
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Q2 Have you faced situation when your partner (current or 
anyone in the past)…?
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%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May How long?

65 70
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Q3 Were you facing this/these situation(s) in one (any) 
relationship for longer time, some months for 

example?
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ALL COUNTRIES; n=5030

…and 65 % of Spanish respondents 
who faced one or more situations 
during partnership were facing 
it/them for longer time (some 
months)



18

%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May How long?

While prevention in Georgia is 
rather poor, willingness to stay in 
damaged relationship for longer 
time is low



Action taken?
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%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May

30
26

24

31
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Q5 Did you try to solve such situation? If so, 
how?

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
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35

ALL COUNTRIES; n=5030

30 % of young Austrians facing one 
or more situations for longer time 
did not take any action

NO  ACTION
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Q5 Did you try to solve such situation? If so, 
how?

I broke up with her/him I told my parents about it  I filed a criminal complaint (to 
the police)

I didn’t try to solve
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70

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
ALL COUNTRIES; n=5030

Take any action!
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%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May
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38
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Q5 Did you try to solve such situation? If so, 
how?

I broke up with her/him I told my parents about it  I filed a criminal complaint (to 
the police)

I didn’t try to solve
0
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40

50

60

simple average; n=1281

Touch point to help victims to take 
action

Young Spanish people take actions 
most often!

Czechs are specialists in sharing info 
with friends

Young Georgians do not talk with 
friends neither parents, generally 
solve less as Austrians.

Can seem to 
be 
embarassing
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Q6 Did the situation change after you tried to solve 
it?

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
0%
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Yes, it got better Yes, it got worse Did not change in fact
ALL COUNTRIES; n=5030

Activity makes things better
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%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May
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Q5 Did you try to solve such situation? If so, 
how?

I broke up with her/him I told my parents about it  I filed a criminal complaint (to 
the police)

I didn’t try to solve
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simple average; n=1281

Change for the better

Unchanged
Change for the worse
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Q4 Did you have to cope with any of the following 
difficulties as a result of facing this/these situation(s), of 

such behavior?

 sleep disorders, insomnia nausea, dizziness fear of violence, of life none
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Dating could cause serious 
damage!22

%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May
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Q4 Did you have to cope with any of the following 
difficulties as a result of facing this/these situation(s), of 

such behavior?

 sleep 
disorders, 
insomnia

long-lasting 
inability to 

focus on work, 
on learning

nausea, 
dizziness

anorexia, loss 
of weight

fear of 
violence, of life

thoughts about 
suicide

none of above
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319 000



Occurence – particular 
situations23

%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May

Q2: Can you tell me, please, if you have faced situation when your partner (current or anyone in 
the past)…

26)       Being expressively jealous, “who did you talk to? You must have 
“something” with him/her!”

15)    Misusing of your mobile phone, controlling it, checking up your phone

20)    Lying about reasons of your break up, saying you caused the break up

31)    Pushing you or slap you in the face

32)    Pulling your hair or pulled your hair out 

27)       Touching you or kissing you against your will

21)    Despite my repeated refusal he/she pushed me to send him/her photo 
of my naked body or intimate parts, body in vulgar or sensual position, or 

he/she wanted to take such sensitive photo on his/her own, or she/he took 
such photo against my will

10)    Letting you pay his/her expenses without his/her participation, in fact 
she/he lived off of me 

302520151050

Q2 ONCE Q2 REPEATEDsimple average, n=4051 experienced with dating or living with someone
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IPV INDEX



IPV definition
26

IPV INDEX qualification

§ 1) severe situations

§ situations „once is enough“ 

§ situations „repeatedly“ 

§ 2) moderate situations - combination of two situations

§ while in case of some situations „once is enough“

§ in case of the others „repeated occurrence needed“

§ 3) mild situations

§ combination of three situations with repeated occurrence

Posting publicly your 
intimate photos or your 

contacts or photos in erotic 
advertising/context

Trying to limit your contact 
with your friends and family

Emotional blackmail (“if you 
don’t do … I will break up 
with you”, if you leave me, 

I’ll commit suicide”)

 Spreading details (also 
untrue) about very personal 

intimate things

Insisting on knowing where 
you are and what you do

Letting you pay his/her 
expenses without his/her 
participation, in fact she/he 

lived off of me 
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Which country reached the 
highest prevalence of 
partnership violence?

Which one the lowest?

Austria, Croatia, Czechia, Georgia and Spain



1 755 000
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Q IPV index - Experienced with IPV 
def.

Austria Croatia Czechia Georgia Spain
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ALL COUNTRIES, n=4051, experienced with dating or living with someone

IPV - comparison
28

%, n = 5 030, POPULATION OF EACH 
COUNTRY aged 16 to 26, CAWI, 2018 Feb 
May

highest

lowest

INDEX

46
54 49 51

39
52 48 49 51 

% % % % % % % % % %

61
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Young people play the same 
games in partnership.

Dating can make life dangerous.

Taking action usually makes 
things better. 
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